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1, .At the time of the vapee surrender a group of young people in 

25X1X6 Changehun announced the formation of a Northeastern Youth league. | 
The majority of this group consisted of Chinese graduates of 
Chienkuo University ( i }, which wes the highest educational 
institution in Manchi 7 “N€ is now known as Changchun University. 
The avowed aim of the university under the Manchukuo regime was to 
puild up the political knowledge for future government officers of. 
the new state. Under the Manchukuo regime this university had sent . 
out every year cbout 100 graduates, half of whom were Japanese and 
the other half Chineso. This university had three graduation e->r-. 
24865, 80 that of the totel number of 300 graduates, about 150 were 
Chinese. All courses of this university took 6 years. Each year 
200 youths were admitted to the university, but by the time of grad- 
uation the number of students in each year's class had reduced to 
half because of either personal or political reasons. 


2. This university provided considerable trouble to the Japanese 

- authorities, particularly concerning the political ideas of the 
students. Many had studied Marxism and showed great sympathy to- 
wards Communism. Several times students were arrested by Japanese 
military police of the Kwantung Army and interned in concentration 
camps. The Kwantung Army was especially perturbed and had arrested 
Many Japanese and Chine:< youths cited as an example a 25x1x 
Mass arrest of members of the Research Bureau of the Southern Man- 
churian Railroad Company in 1944.) The Chinese students and grad- 
uates developed an antipathy towards Japanese military might. 


a 


At the time of the Japanese surrender those who had been made 
political prisoners regained their freedom and they became members 
of this Northeastern Youth League. In addition to this left wing 
group, a group Jot enose sympathies were not. with the Central Gov- 
ernment of China ortood in a neutral position. Many of the young 
people, who, during the Manchukuo regime had fled to Chungking, 
came back again and joined this league. Thus, the members were 
divided politically ass (1) graduates o* students of Chienkuo 
University who were more or less left wing in sympathies; (2) ered- 
vates or students either of Chienkuo University or of sehools in 
Chunvking who were right wing (Central Government) in sympathies; 
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(>) peodustes or students who were neutral. 
s Saureotlv ppoundwork for thas Lesrue had alrend’ been irda sores- 
t.  adttor tart of the Hanchukuo regime. Announcement of its forr- 


aen var ude before the Soviet ‘emy occupied Chanrchun. Durire tis 
wesupnation of tho Soviet Army until 14 apt 1946, and that of the. 
whine se Communist Army until May 1946, this lesgue had lepal existence 
uring its legal existence it had on ecutive, eommitteo and trsucad 
: inaiy ne.speper, the "Northeastern Youth" CR st d. As soon 
as th Untionslist Army entered, the learue was dissolved. 

In the qourse of time this league as a conzlome)ation of <rours 

- 5 7ifferent political interosts, view points, and sympathies spiit 
in internally moro and more distinctly - either to the left ‘ine or ¢5 
the right. ing this period its leadership was in the hands o° th: 
te ft sing rroup. Soon after the representativo organization cf the 
Centra. Goyorrment, the Northeastern Political Administration Tureau 
(PR st ct BH ), cas established in liaison under the eccupation of the 
~oviet Army, the right wing group began to show freat disappointment i: 
the Central Government. Their sympathy and interests with the Central 
Goverment gradually disappeared, and they becane politically noutral. 
“rom tho latter part of the Soviet Occupation om‘ard, the political 
vie.'s and interests-of rroups within this learus were divided into a 
dett “ing group and a neutral group. 


vith such conditions prevailing, the more positive aml active left 

‘ing group grasped the leadership of the league. The most important 
raycanepn fn the Ieopne was VIANG Ching-chao (F. 7? }, vioe pre 
ient of the lesgue and leader of the left wing faction. The noming) 
president of the league was a neutral, but actual leadership belonged 
to . AG ithen the Chinese Communist army came near the eity of Chane chur 
tr April] 1946, WANG escaped from Changchun to Kirin, which the Chinese 
Communist Arny had occupied at the time. At the time of the Communist 
centrol of Changchun, “ANG worked on the staff of the general contro} 
department. ‘<ihen the Communist Army was driven out of Changchun the 
majority of the left wing group went with it. Since members of the 
left ving proup constituted more than half of al] members of the league, 
the majority of league mombers had departed with the Communist army. 

In addition many persons who had fled trom Man ‘huria to Chungking to 
Join with the Central Government during the time of Japanese occupation 
and had returned to Manchuria to contime their education and political 
trnining at the ond of the war, went with the Communist Army at this 
time, They con-idered the Central Covernment old fashioned its 
manner of life, methods of administration, and ideology. Thus the remsin- 
ine tranch of the League was neutral. 


Under the occupation of the Nationalistait was impossible to maintain 
this .eague, as previously, and the League was dissolved shortly after 
the Nationalist occupation. It is the reneral opinion that the evoup 

of young people who tent away with the Chinese Communist Army constituted 
the most active and intelligent young people in Chang. -hun. 


As previously mentioned, the members of this League were not originally 
all of the same political viewpoint. Therefore, the origina) character 
of the Leaguo was not that of a political party, but that of a cultural 
development movement of the younger ed.cated generation, The first ain 
of the League was to unify all the politically divided young people 

in Manchuria, and support and assist in the building of a free unified, 
and modern state of China. From this point of view they had already 
legun training men to be dispatched as political educators to the various 
districts of Manchuria. ‘ 
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In this sense, their intention wes not the organization of an independ~ 
ant state of Manchuria. They viewed Manchuria as a part of a great 
nav Shina. in their estimation Manchuria hed neither the necessity 
nox the possibility of forming an independent state apart from China. 
Althoush once Manchuria waa, under the CHANG Tao-lin and CUANG Hsueh- 
liene regimes, semi-independent of the Central Government, such.a 
state was not desirable. ‘They considered the previous regines as 
feudal in structure. Therefore, the intention of these educated 
young people was not a return to the old semi-independent regime, but 
to progress towards a modern unified China. They considered separa- 
tion of Lanchuria from North China as impossible. Thus the fundamen- 
tal assumption of this League of young educated Manchurians was that 
political unity in China could and would be achieved by cooperation 
of the Central Govermment and the Communist Party. ; 


However, when the Chinese Communist New 4th army troughs the Nationalist 
Army, it greatly astonished members of this League, As ‘fighting in- 
arnasoe@ betieen the two axmies, a spiic to the test or to the right 
atong members of this League became necessary. under poviet and Chinese 
Communist occupation, the League's politicai aims became left wing; under 
Nationalist occupation, although the Leagues was officially dissolved, the 
vamaining students are those who do not wisn to collaborate with the 
Chinese Communists, These students now have reorganized the league in 
another form, but it preserves the spirit of the Northeastern Youth 

. tho Changchun Students League BASE 


The Chinese Central Government education authorities in August 1946 

came to Changehun to complete foundation of a new university with six 

departments: lav, literature, natural canard: medicine, technical , 
18 


subjects, and agriculture. At the same time t students organized the 
Changchun Students League. The number of student wembers originally 
totalled 1300, but has recently increased until at the present time 
‘August 26, 1946) there are approximately 1500. One reason for this 

is the escape of many students from Chinese Communist occupied territories 
to Changchun. : . 


This league is merely a student organization, and its activities are. 
limited to student affairs. It is not a political organization, but 

it does keep alive the spirit and political consciousness of the North~- 
eastern Youth league. ‘They have published a newsnaper, but to date 

only one issue has come forth. The students are Living under Nationalist 
occupation, and their education is partly financed by the Central Goverr~ 
ment. However, they are very critical of both the Central Gove rnment 

and the Chinese Communists. 


Ali the students who were educated under the Japanese feel that they, 
repardiess of political problems, learned from the Japanese the manner 
oi’ modern life and theught ~ technically, economically, and socially. 
They believe that their ideas are in advance of tho outmoded political 
and technical methods of the Nationalist government personnel, who 
appear entirely corrupt to these young people. 
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The majority of the students acknowledge the political progress 


 ,and lack of corruption of the Chinese Communists, but they do not 


believe that Communist theory has worked out in practice. They are 
especially concerned about the relationship of the Chinese Communists 

to Soviet Russia. Without «xception these students hate Soviet Russia. 
Therefore they are now neutral or they are waiting to watch deve lopments. 
They desire to be considered a "third party", although they are not 
actively engaged as a political party. It becomes more and more adiffi- 
cult for them to maintain a neutral position. They are becoming com- 
pelled to make clear whether their sympathies are right or left. 
However, their standard answer is that they are not sure which side 

is more justified. 


‘Recently the Nationalist authorities have had considerable difficulty 


with these students. It has been recommended that the Chinese Central 
Education Bureau (Ministry of Education?) should send a distinguished 
aducator to Changehun to serve as rector of Changchun University, be- 
cause if these students cannot be successfully dealt with by the 
Cantral Government. they will be driven increasingly towards the 
Communist sides 
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